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WOODSIDE PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting held Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in Oulton Institute Hall.

26.001 Members Present
W. Marrs (Chairman)	Mrs A. Lewis	Mrs E. Lynch (Cumb Cllr)
D. Wright	H. Barrow
Mrs C. Robinson		M. Mullett	M.D. McCabe (Clerk)
J. Mattinson
		
26.002 Apologies for Absence 
Were received from the following, and accepted.– S. Connor (Sickness)
		
26.003 Members of the Public Present
None.
	                       		
26.004 The Minutes of the Last Meeting 
These were agreed, and signed by the Chairman.
	
26.005 Matters Arising from the Minutes
The water leak issue at Moorhouse has still not been repaired. There is presently no way of walking through without getting wet feet. It will be more dangerous with frost and ice. Marks have been painted on a nearby telegraph pole. It is assumed that they are in connection with this. The Clerk is to enquire what progress is being made. The vacancy on the Council still needs to be filled. A new gov.uk domain and website are in the process of being activated. The repairs to the finger post at the Bird-in-Hand are underway.

26.006 Cumberland Councillor’s Report
Cllr Lynch is to check the situation regarding this. Following the flooding in Wigton in November 2025, a flood management presentation will be held in Wigton Market Hall on 3rd February between 12pm and 4pm. This will be a drop-in session with an exhibition. There has been flooding in the parish at Moorhouse, Stubb Bridge and the crossroads on Cuddy Lonnin. Cumberland Council are seeking views from the public about their budget. Details and comments can be left on their website. A periodic review of Traffic Regulation Orders is taking place. Any requests for traffic calming measures should be submitted by 30th January.

26.007 Wigton Burial Joint Committee Report
Nothing significant to report.

26.008 Precept 2026/27.
Estimated expenditure is £7350, up from last year’s estimate of £6922. Income is estimated to decrease from £300 to £260. The total estimate for 2025/26 was £6622, whilst the same calculation for 2026/27 would be £7090. This would be an 


Page 578
increase of over 7%. The Council decided to limit the increase to 1%, which would give a total precept of £7350 - £260 = £7090 - £400 from reserves = £6690.


26.009 Correspondence
Barclays is reducing the interest rate it pays from 1.10% to 1.05% from 24th March 2026. It was agreed that having free banking offset this.
Hospice at Home has sent its latest newsletter.
The Clerk and Councils Direct were made available to the meeting.

26.010 Bank Statements
Statements from Barclay’s were checked and approved by the meeting.

26.011 Applications for Planning
New Applications
     FUL/2025/0197 McKie, Wedholme Hill. Slurry Store with cover. APPROVED   		
Decisions		
     None

26.012 Accounts for Payment
Society of Local Council Clerks (2026 Subs.)		£    84.00    Chq 100699
Wigton Burial Joint Committee (2nd payment 2025/26)    £  418.82   Chq 100700
Oulton Institute Hall Committee (Meeting room fee)	£  120.00    Chq 100701
Oulton Institute Hall Committee (Donation)		£  500.00   Chq 100702
Hospice at Home (Donation)		£  125.00     Chq 100703
Great North Air Ambulance (Donation)		£    60.00     Chq 100704
Wigton CommuniTea Care		£  125.00     Chq 100705
Wigton Wiza Club		£    60.00     Chq 100706
M.D.McCabe (Clerk’s ½ year salary)		£1649.81     Chq 100707
 	                        						
25.064 Date and Time of the Next Meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk74167782]The date for the next meeting is provisionally Monday 16th March 2026. The meeting closed at 9.08 pm.



				
